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2 Flutes
2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bassoons

4 Hornsin F

2 Trumpetsin C

2 Tenor Trombones
1 Tuba

Timpani (with two crash cymbails)

Percussion | (Suspended Cymbal, Crotales)
Percussion Il (Tam-Tam)
Percussion lll (Bass Drum)

Violin |
Violin I
Viola
Violoncello
Contrabass

PROGRAM NOTES

On August 13, 2017, one of the two school-owned buffaloes gave birth to a baby male buffalo, later named Ben, on the campus
of the Taipei National University of the Arts. Since then, the grass field where all three buffaloes live has become my favorite
place on campus. Visiting them has become my ritual before going to work. By looking at their eyes, somehow | feel | am able
to communicate with them, even though | don’t speak their language.

Like every baby, little Ben grows very fast. He gets excited with every little thing, and he is very friendly to everyone who pays
them avisit. | always see curiosity and enthusiasm in his eyes. He reminded me that breathing is very important in life. Our bodies
do need to rest before making the next step. Instead of being a story of little Ben, “Speaking Eyes’ is actually about
communicating with my inner self.

“Speaking Eyes,” dedicated to the Taipei National University of the Arts (TNUA), was premiered by conductor, Fusao Kajima and
the TNUA Orchestra at the National Concert Hall (Taipei, Taiwan) on May 14, 2018.
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