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ROGRAM NOTES:

No one can stop time. Everything is changing constantly as time goes by. After the waves wash up
the beach, whatever is taken will never come back, and whatever stays, through various
transformations, will never be the same as before.

Saxophone Concerto starts with continuous arpeggiated g minor triad played by the marimba in the
background with repeating pitches presented by the woodwinds, and their constant dynamic changes
symbolize waves washing up the beach. After setting up the scene, the saxophone solo brings out the
main theme. The music soon gets more and more active and energetic, and finally enters a
contrasting section, in which the vibraphone takes marimba’s role as the background drive and
creates a rather serene landscape. The saxophone solo gradually gets more rhythmic and competes
with the whole ensemble in the climax.

In the beginning of the third section, the saxophone solo plays melodies in the low register with the
brass section, and gradually alternates with the woodwinds playing in the higher register. The
clarinet also takes the arpeggiated “wave theme” from before but with a more eased mood. The last
section is full of energy. Several materials from previous sections return with various
transformations, and the transformations continuously provide excitements to the end of the piece.

Saxophone Concerto (2015) was commissioned by saxophonist, Dr. Chih-Huan Wu, who gave the

premiere in January 2015 with the Dunshan Symphonic Wind Orchestra, under the baton of Adrian
Schneider.

Duration : approx. 11 minutes and 20 seconds
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